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JoHN xii. 35. 
By this fhall all Men know that 
he are my Diſciples, if ye have 

Lowe one to another. 8 

| 8 CHRIST, to declaim againſt the pre- 
vailing Vices of the Age in which we 


live; and to recommend rhe/Frattice of thofe 
Virtues and Dutics which CHRIST hascom- 
manded us to teach Mankind; I believe every 
one will agree with me, conſidering the pre- 
fent unhappy Drfterences under which we la- 
bour, that 1 cannot chuſc a more agreeable 
Subject for my Diſcourſe than that of Love 
and Charity: None which can be of more Uſe 
in general to the Hearers, or in particular 
more the Duty of US the Teachers of the 
Chriſtian Doctrinc. By this mcans we have 
an Opportunity, both of letting you know, 
that this is a diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Chriſtian 
from an Infidel; and of acquitting our ſelves 
as faithful and diligent Minittersot CHRIST, 
while we enjoyn the Practice of that Divine 

A 2 Pre- 


INCE it is the principal Buſineſs of ue, 
who are the Servants of FE SUS 


( 4) 
Precept, by which our LORD ſays, All Men 


ſhall know that we are his Diſciples. 


Among all the Parts of our Chriſtian Duty, 


as they are ſpecified in the Goſpel of F ESUS 


CHRIST, there is none more elegantly de- 
{crib'd, more forcibly preſs'd, or more frequen- 
ly recommended tous, than that of mutual Love 
and Charity. Every Evangeliſt has introduc'd 
our LORD as taking more than ordinary 
Pains to inculcate to us the Reaſonableneſs of 
this Heavenly Practice; eſpecially St. 7obn 
(who was himſelf ſtyled the beloved Diſciple) 


both in his Goſpel and Epiſtles, endeavours 


with the moſt copious and endearing Expreſ- 
ſions to win us over to a Compliance with 
this Doctrine. 

The common Paſſions and Weakneſſes of 
human Nature, by which we are ſo very apt to 
run our ſclves into Diviſions, might give a juſt 
Occaſion for our LORD's being more parti- 
cularly cautious and exact in urging this Pre- 
cept. But the City of Feruſalem, as well as moſt 
other Parts of the World, was at that Time 
divided into ſeveral Sects and Parties, which 
were continually thwarting and oppoſing one 
another. There were * Phariſees, who would 
ſcem great Profeſſors of Sanctity, making 
broad the Phylacteries of their - Garments, 
claiming the uppermoſt Seat where-evyer they 
came; proud, ſelf. conceited and clamorous; 
pretending the Belief of Angels, Spirits, and a 

Reſur- 


* Matth, xxiii, 


G1 


Reſurrection. There were alſo + Saddurees 
who believed nothing of all this: And the 
+ Scribes, a very contentious wicked Sort of 
People, fayouring ſometimes one Side, ſomc- 
times the other, as their Opinion, or rather 
Intereſt, led them. | 

The Chief * Prieſis and Elders, unanimous 
as they were in decrying and oppoſing the 
Inſtitutions of FESUS CHRIST, though 
the moſt excellent and reaſonable Truths that 
ever were utter'd; yet from the Violence of 
their malicious Heat, and their impious Su- 
bornings and Forgeries in their proſecuting 
him before Pilate, it is natural to ſuppoſe 
they were generally actuated by a paſſio- 
nate uncharitable Principle in any thing that 
interfer'd with their Intereſt, or contradicted 
their ſtubborn Opinion. | 

Therefore, upon viewing the State of Man- 
kind, -and finding they were all parcell'd out 
into Sc&s and Diviſions inconſiſtent with each 
other; our LORD thought it impoſlible to 
gain over to his Profeſſion, heavenly and a- 
greeable as it was, ſo many ſtruggling and 
contending Parties, ſome of which would dif. 
ſent out of Contradiction to the reſt, if he 
had not principally urg'd the Duty of Love: 
By this he has united and fixed us in ſuch ſo- 
ciable Rules of. Mildneſs and Humility, that 
the incſtimable Benefits he has purchas'd for us 
by his Blood cannot be enjoy'd but by thoſe 
who love and forgive each other. And 


AA iii. & Mark xii, v.18. * Marl xiv. u. 55. 
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(6) 
And well might he think the generality of 
! iadulg d themſelves every where in 4 
fond Partiality, and were carried down with 
the Current of Strife and Animoſity; for they 
were Heathens, and had nothing but the Re- 
ſtraint of their natural Reaſon to curb and 
over-awe them: And it was in ſome mealure 
excuſable in the Zews ; ſince the Duty of loving 
one's Neighbour in a general unlimited Senſe 
is not mention d above * once in all the Law 
of Moſes. | 
But when our LORD finds his own Di- 
ſciples, who had been continually with him, and 
ifaw his daily Practice of Humility and Chari- 
ty, no leſs than + Three ſeveral times ſtriving 
and difputing with one another which ſhould 
be the greateſt; they who had heard repeated 
Precepts for Love and Humility ſounded in 
their Ears, and ſtill continued to wrangle which 
of them Thould have the upper 'Hand: We 
_— ſee that F ESUS, not without good Rea- 
ſon, took more than ordinary Care ro-ineul- 
cate and preſs the Performance of this Duty; 
by threatning the Loſs of eternal Happineſs to 
thoſe who diſobey d, and telling them they 
ſhould forfeit their very Name of Chriſtian. 
His Diſciples did not eaſily reliſh this Doctrine 
of Love and Forgiveneſs ; for we find them in 
+ anotherPlace asking our LORD togive them 
Power ro 8 Fire to come down . — 
Ca- 


„Levit. xix, v. 18. Marth. xx. v. 24. Luke i ix. . 46. 
Cup. Mil. v. 24. f Late ix. v.54. 


N 
Heaven and conſume the Samaritans, who re- 
fuſed ro receive him when his Face was fer as 
tho? he would 7 toward Jeruſalem; but the 


Lord immediately turns and rebukes them, tel- 
ling them, T hey kntwnot what manner of Spirit 
they were of; for that the Son of Man was not 
come to deſtroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them. 

Yer all che repeated Inſtances, the poſitive 
Commands, and the reaſonable Concluſions 
by which he has enforced this Duty, have not 
been ablc in any tolerable Degree to keep his 
Diſciples, the Members of his Church, from 
running out into extravagant Heats and Divi- 
ſions; who, inſtead of that Love which ſhould 
be the Mark of their CHriſtianity, cannot for- 
bear perſecuting one another with all the Bitter- 
neſs that Malice and ill· natur d Zeal can ſuggeſt. 

For beſides the Inſtance of thoſe about him, 
deſiring that Fire might be call'd down upon 
the Samaritans ; and three ſeveral times con- 
reſting for Superiority, after he had enjoyn'd 
them te love their Enemies, to do good to 
them that hated them, and to forgive all Men 
if ever they expected Forgiveneſs : Yet, not long 
after his Aſcenſion we find Paul and Barna- 
bas, two of the chief Apoſtles, engaged in a 
+ hot Difpute about one John ſirnam d Mark, 
whom Barnabas had a mind ſhould go with 
them in their Miniſterial Progreſs. But Paul 
not thinking good to take him with them, be- 
cauſe he had formerly left them, and return'd 
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. 
to Jeruſalem, we are told the Contention was 
ſo ſharp between them, that they departed aſun- 
der one from the other. | 
The fatal Conſequence of working up a 
little Diſpute into a Flame! Theſe two Apo- 


tles, who are often mentian'd together as the 


moſt intimate Friends and Fellow- labourers in 
the Propagation of the Goſpel; to which 
Work they were in a diſtinguiſh'd manner * cal- 
led and teparated by the Holy Ghoſl ; to 
whom, for their Boldneſs in Preaching and 
Abilities in working Miracles, the People of 
Lyſira f would have done Sacrifice, as to two 
of their principal GODS; yet ſoon after, up- 
on no very material Occaſion, fall out and 
quarrel, grating upon one anather after a ſharp 
cutting manner (as the Word Tz2g%o,uds in 
the Original implies) *till at laſt they ſeparate 
from each other, and never, that we hear of, 
come together afterward. 

This Example carries a double Uſe with it; 
by WET us ſee, not only how neceſſary it was 
for our LORD to be ſo particular in recom- 
mending and. giving in Charge to us the Pra- 
Rice of mutual Love; but alſo, thac the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves, as Men ſubject to many Paſ- 
ſions and Infirmitics, might differ: Tho' in 
their preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſet- 


tling the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, wherein it 


was promiſed the Holy Spirit ſhould accom- 
pany them, we don't once hear of any — 
cor 


* Ads xiii. v. 2. Þf Chap, xiv. v. 11. 
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cord or Claſhing between them. All was per- 
fected with the greateſt Harmony and Agree- 
ment, and nothing neceſſary to point out Man's 
Salvation omitted: Which one Obſervation 
may inform us, that as there is certainly now 
no Infallibility lodged with any particular 
Man or Se& of Men, ſo there is certainly no 
Occaſion for it; every thing neceſſary for com- 
pleating the Salvation of Mankind, being al- 
ready to all Intents and Purpoſes ſettled by 
the Apoſtles; who, while they were about 
that ſacred Buſineſs, were actuated and dircct- 
ed by the Spirit of GOD. | 

This I mention only to ſhew how far we 
are to look upon them as People inſpir'd; 
and that, when in any ordinary Action of 
their Lives, they are introduced as acting 
differently from the expreſs Words of our 
LORD himſelf, and exceeding his Precepts, 
they are to be look'd upon by us as no other 
than Warning-Marks and Monuments, to keep 
us from ſteering in their Courſe, and ſplitting 
upon the ſame Rock. 

For if any one ſhould quote St. Paul in 
one of his * Epiſtles, as ſpeaking with much 
Warmth and Harſhneſs where he is not diſ- 
courſing upon Matters of Faith, and propoſe 
him for an Example of Railing and unman- 
nerly Reproach: Muſt we for this ſet aſide a 
poſitive Command of our Saviour, and throw 
off that Characteriſtic, M which all Men are 

= to 


As in 2 Tim, iv, v. 14. & Ads Mili. v. 3. 


(\1d ) 


70 koth that toe are bis Diſciples } Cat we, 
without the greateſt Sin, be exaſperit 


ed and 
inſtructed to hate our Brother, arid accuſe 
him of Falſhood with an unforgiving malici- 
ous Intent; when our LORD bas com- 


manded us in our daily Prayers to aK For- 


giveneſs of the GOD of Heaven, upon no 
other Terms, but * as we forgive theſe who 
have treſpaſs'd againſt #s? | | 

The ſtles, as mortal Men and dloath'd 
with the Infirmitics of ſinful Fleſh, might err; 
and by the Violence of human Paſſion be 
thrown out of that Center of Moderation 
which Chri/tianity obliged them to keep: 
But CHRIST ＋ had no Sin, neither wits 
Guile found in his Mouth. Shall we then tranſ- 
greſs a poſitive repeated Command of the Son 
of GOD, the Author of our Salvation, and 
follow the Example of thoſe, who ond they 
were made + of lite Paſſrons with other Men, 
in Malice and Unforgiveneſs? GOD forbid. 
Shall we not rather endeavour to follow 
the excellent Pattern he has ſet us, in loving 
one another? and take Warning by the Rah- 
neſs and Miſcarriages of his Difciples and Fol. 
lowers, rather than imitate and make them 
our Example ? 

And if the Difciples and Apoſtles of our 
LORD, notwithſtanding all the Advantages 
they had above us in hearing thoſe Heayenl 
Sentences fall from the Lips of the 1 4 

e 


* Matth. vi. v. 14. f 1 Pet. ii. v. 22. f Adi Hy. v. ij. 
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„ if the often relaps'd into Emulation 
aan 47 to gccal on fr fre. uent Injun- 


15 ee dy hab an after al did 
ew nem 


o weak as to be deſicien 
i this great and neceſſary Duty: How w < 

ore Ao ſite mu the Revival of this 
Grin _T in our Days; where the generality of 
recep 


nkind, inſt ad of putting our Saviour's 
t into ractice of loving and for iving 
all, eyen Enemies; 0 ioſtruct d „ 1 
not what Doctrine, and inflam'd know 
por what Spirit, think 7 do OD good 
rvice in calumniating and railin aint chei1 
vba and ew their Zeal 707 yo Chur ch 

y hating and flandering their Neighbour, b 7 
ira opprobrious Language and bitter 

edtives. 

And oh! that this were the worſt I could 
ſay of the Sinfulneſ and Degeneracy of the 
> AA Age, in reſpe& to this truly Chri- 
ſlian Duty. But 1 we hear thoſe who are 

More immediately the Diſciples of CHRIS T, 
_ who coy about them hys Commiſſion to 
teach and inſtruct Mankind, as he has in- 
ſtituted and commanded; when we hear thoſe 
to hom he has given it in Charge to ex- 
pound his Will to others, rather encouraging 
ai fomenting Diyiſions and Animoh ities a- 

mong Men, than declaiming againſt them, 

what ſball we ſay? Nay, what will not the 
nemies to GOD and our pure Religion 
ſay? When they ice Tone who are r | 


"oy" 


Bf 


n 
to be the Lights and Ornaments of it, hur- 


ried with an Impetuoſity of Prejudice and 


Partiality, not only in the Current of ordinary 
Diſcourſe, but cven before the Altar of the 
LORD, and in the midſt of the Temple of 
our GOD; making that Roof a Witneſs of 
their Unchriſtian Befamation and impious 
Scandal, where nothing ſhould be utter'd in- 
conſiſtent with the mild, humble, and for- 


giving Spirit of the bleſſed Son of GOD. 


While Men quarrel and diſpute, revile, 
hate, and perſecute one another, tho' they 
make a Zeal for the Church their Pretence, 
and Religion the Subject of their Contention 
yet a ſober Heathen, who has but read over 
the Goſpel, would triumph in their ridiculous 
Behaviour, and reſolve rather to live on ob- 
ſtinately in his Infidelity, than, by being one 
5 them, be guilty of Hypocriſy and Par- 
tlality. | 

F 4 tho! Men be ever ſo great Profeſſors 
of Sanctity and Religion; tho they ſell all 
their Goods and give to the Poor; tho' they 
faſt twice a Week, and pray without ceaſing ; 
yet if I find them not living in a conſtant 
Charity with the reſt of Mankind; if I hear 
them ſpeaking opprobriouſly of their Neigh- 
bour, and endeayouring to break the Bond 
of Unity between "oh; bag I ſhall not ſcru- 
ple to believe and eſteem them Infidels; ſince 
they want that ſweet Ingredient of Love and 
Forgiventſs, by which 7 ESUS, the * 

| 0 


(13) 

of our Faith, ſays, All Men ſhall know that 
we are his Diſciples. k | 
This is that Charity, without which (St. 
Paul tells us) all the Virtues we can reckon 
up are nothing worth, This is that Charity 
which, it is ſaid, all cover a Multitude of 
Sins; which, tho' we be deficient in many 
other Parts of our Duty, ſtill preſerves to us 
the Name of Chriſtian; which excellent Gift, 
if it be wanting, the ſtricteſt Obſervance of 
all the other Precepts of our Religion will nor 
diſtinguiſh us as the Diſciples of CHRIST. 
It will be a vain Excuſe for us in this Caſe 
to pretend the Frailty of human Nature, and 
the Unrulineſs of the Paſſions; for if that 
were all, as ſoon as that Tempeſt of the Mind 
were blown over, we might quickly recover 
our ſelves, and fall back into the Tenor of 
our Duty. But when Men live on in a con- 
ſtant and continued Rancor again their Fel- 
low-Chriſtians, grieving at the Proſperity, and 
rejoycing at the Affliction of their Brethren, 
this is ſo far from being only a ſmall Deficience 
of their Duty, that it is rather a ſettled down- 
right Hatred; and the ſtrongeſt Proof they 
can give of their Infidelity. 

Eſpecially when we ſee Tho/e, who are not 
only themſelves the Diſciples of CARIST, 
but ſuch to whom CZ RIST has given in 
Charge the Tuition and Inſtruction of his Di- 
ſciples, in a ſet compos'd Diſcourſe, and with 
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* x Cor, xiii, + 1 Pet, iv, v. 8. 
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hr 


and expoſi 


15 


Mankind in Hatred and Emulation, and rend 
the Goſpel of CHRIST in Pieces, to make 
it ſerve cheir wicked Ends and Purpoſes. 

What if, in the Opinion of ions pr 
Perſon, the external Ceremonies of Religion 
ſeem to be too much negle&ed, to be regard, 
ed only with a luke-warm Affection or mere 
Indifferency; muſt he therefore, in order to 
cure this Malady, excite Men to Variance and 
Strife? Will raiſing Icalouſies and Suſpicions 
among the Members of the Chriſtian Church 
bring them the ſooner to an Union? Every 
Man of common Senſe muſt ſce the Fallacy and 
Miſchicf of this Doctrine, and knoy that ſuch 
a one, notwithſtanding his flaming Zeal for 
the Church of GOD, can be no Diſciple of 
CHRIST. | | | 

How much more would it become every 
Chriſtian, at leaſt every ſpiritual Guide and 
Director in Chriſtianity, in theſe Times of 
Diſcord and Party, of Strife and Envy ings, 
when Charity and brotherly Love ſeem almoſt 


extinct and loſt among us; to make it the 
rear 


. 

great Buſineſs of their Function to footh the 
ruffled Minds of their Hearers, with the mild 
and perſuaſive 2 of the Goſpe/: To 
let Men know that while they indulge theſe 
aſſionate Heats one among another, they 
ill not be efteem'd Chriſtians, either in this 
World, or in the World to come. They 
ſhould be ſo far from cantoning themſelves in- 
to Sides and Parties, that they ſhould meditate 
and contrive how to heal thofe Wounds, and 
to unite thofe Differences, which the Emiſſa- 
ries of Satan only would kindle and foment. 
I grant it to be the Duty of a Chriſtian, at 
leaſt a gracefal and handſome Part in his Cha- 
ra&er, to ſhew a Zeal and Warmth for the 
Promotion of that Faith which CHRIST has 
taught us. But cannot this Zeal be bettet 
expreſs d, and this Warmth more uſefully ap- 
plied, in earneſtly perſuading Men to love as 
Brethren and as Chriſtians, than in giving 
them Grounds and Surmifes to hate one ano- 
ther, and become Infadels? May nota Teacher 
of the Chriſtian Doctrine more happily employ 
his Spirit and Activity in endeavouring to 
calm the boiſterous Tempeſt which is raiſed by 
Party and Diviſion, than in ſounding a freſh 
Alarm of I know not what Dangers, which 
may blow up the Storm to a higher Degree? 

There may alſo be excepted from this gene- 
ral Injunction of Love fome Cafes of Moral 
Evil, which it would be Injuſtice ro forgiye 
or cven to endeayour to palliate ; Miſchiefs 

| which 


( 16 ) 
which the Laws of GOD and Man call upon 
us to puniſh and to abhor. Murders, Rebel- 
lions, Perjuries, Thefts, Conſpiracies, with 
Sins of the like heinous Nature, for the Well - 
being of Mankind and the Benefit of Society, 
muſt bring Vengeance upon the Heads of 
thoſe that commit them ; who inſtead of our 
Love can at beſt but ſhare our Pity. But 
becauſe theſe Crimes are juſtly cognizable by 
the Laws of the Land, and ſuch as our Re- 
ligion teaches us to abominate ; let us not 
magnify minute Offences, and pretend imagi- 
nary Dangers to excuſe a Diſpoſition to Ha- 
— and Perſecution. Where the Publick is 
not like to ſuffer by the Remittance, our Love 
and Charity ſhould always take Place; and 
where the Injury affects only a private Perſon, 


he ſhould endeavour to practiſe thoſe Leſſons 


of Forgiveneſs, which his LOR D and Savi- 
our has taught him. | 


If we ſhould ſee any one induſtriouſly u- 


ſing the moſt perſuaſive mollifying Arguments 


with ſtriving Brethren, in order to tune their 
jarring Souls to Love and Harmony, tho' he 
ſhould fall ſhort of his Deſign, ſhould we not 
proclaim ſucha one a true Servant of CHRIST ; 
and one who not only profeſs'd, but practis d 

the Method and Inſtitution of his great LORD 
and Maſter? But if, inſtead of this, we find 
any who pretend to be his Followers, teach- 
ing a Doctrine which makes Men jealous, and 
occaſions them to look with ſuſpicious Malice 


upon 


| ( 17 ) 
upon each other; can we approve of this as 
warranted by the Example of FESUS 
CHRIST? Or ſhall we acknowledge that 


Man a Chriſtian, who opens the Wounds of 
Diviſion between Brethren, and teaches the 
Practice of Enmity and Variance, inſtead of 
that Love by which our LORD has ſaid 
"the World ſhall know that we are his Diſciples ? 
Certainly People of this Anti-chriſtian Tem- 
per cannot take a more effectual Method to 
deſtroy that Religion of which they are dc- 
ſign'd as Pillars and Supports, than by thus 
acting in direct Oppoſition to the moſt funda- 
mental Article of it, and by breaking that 
Bond by which all its Parts are faſten'd and 
held together. 

Can we wonder to ſee ſuch Shoals of Un- 
believers every Day ſwarming and increaſing 
among us ? when they have no ſmall Um- 
brage given them by People of this flagrant 
— Uchriſtian Character; who by their Pra- 
&ice in this Point not only encourage Athciſm 
and Infidelity in others, but almoſt declare for 
it themſelves. 

But tho' few Unbelievers, whatever thcir 
private Opinions may be, will like to be 
branded publickly as ſuch; yet I muſt aver, 
that whoever lives wilfully in Variance with 
his Brother, and foments Party Differcnces 
among People of one Nation and one Religion, 
openly ſets up for an Infidel, and diſtinguiſhes 
himſelf as no Diſciple * CHRIST, 

n 


(-18 ) 

In our LOR D's Sermon upon the Mount, 
there are many Places which recommend to 
us the Practice of Love, Humility, Charity, 

and Forgiveneſs; And after the Form of 
Prayer which he there teaches us, he makes 
a Repetition and Reinforcement of only that 
one Article, Forgiveneſs, by telling us we muſt 
not expect Forgiveneſs of God, unleſs we for- 
give every one his Brother. The Singularity 
of his Reaſoning upon this Exp <cſſion in par- 
ticular may ſhew us the great Streſs he lays 
upon the Obſervance of that Duty. 

And how can that Wretch with Hands and 
Eyes lifted up in a pathetic Manner toward 
Heaven, ask Forgiveneſs of GOD upon no 
other Condition, but as he forgives his Bro- 
ther, who at the ſame time is ready to give 
Vent to a Heart full of Malice and Wicked- 
neſs, in the moſt opprobrious Language, the 
bittcreſt Scandal, and the fouleſt Defamation? 

Can ſuch a one deſerve the Name of a 
Chriſtian? or is it poſlible that People edu- 
cated in the Knowledge of GO D's Law, can 
fo far give up their Senſes, as to be ſeduced 
and poiſoned by ſuch Doctrine: At which, if 
we calmly conſider'd, wc ſhould be ſhock'd and 
altoniſh'd, tho' ic came from the Mouth of the 
moſt ignoraut and barbarous Heathen, 

If the Perſons who were intending by their 
ſcurrilous Rhetoric to exaſperate and invenom 
the Hearts of Men againſt cach other, would 
but Acſt deſire them to take notice that they 
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were going to talk contrary to the Rules of 
Chri/iianity, in order to ſerve a worldly Pur- 
poſe, it would be much more fairly and ho- 
neſtly done, than thus to cover themſelves in 
a Veil of Hypocriſy, and pretend a Zeal for 
the Church of GON while they are ſerving 
the Cauſe of the Devil. 

This is uſing the Liberty of the Goſpel 
for a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs; and deſtroying 
Religion under a Pretence of ſaving it; it is 
talking for Chriſtianity in a Strain which proves 
them no Chriſtians; and making a Plea for 
the Cauſe of GOD in the Manner and Lan- 
guage of an In fidel. 

1he Prophet ſays, * How beautiful upon 
the Mountains are the Feet of them that bring 
the glad Tidings. of Peace and Salvation! 
Our LORD was uſher'd into the World 
with a + Choir of Angels ſinging in a Heaven- 
ly manner, Glory to GOD in the Higheſt, 
Peace on Earth, Goodwill among Men: And 
he commanded his Diſciples to be meek, ten- 
der-hearted, forgiving, humble; merciful as 
their Father in Heaven is merciful , and to 
love even their Enemies. 

But are the Frer of thoſe beautiful upon 
the Mountains who preach up Strife and Er- 
mity ; and who bring the ſad Tidings of Ha. 
rred and Jealouſy? Are they CH R1ST's Di- 
{ciples, that teach Men Unforgiveneſs, Enmi- 
ty and Contention? O bleſſed F & JU! that 
C 2 cver 
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ever thy pure and holy Goſpel ſhould be in 
ſuch apparent Danger in the Hands of thoſe 
who call themſelves thy Diſciples: That they, 
who are commanded by Thee to inſtruct the 
World in Meekneſs and Peace, ſhould ſow the 
Sceds of Envy and Diviſion, and bid Man- 
kind hate one another! Forgive them, LORD, 
for they know not what they do. 

The Holy Goſpel, eſpecially that Part of it 
which flow'd from the Mouth of CHRIST, 
ſhould be made the Teſt and Standard of all the 
Doctrine which is taught by his Diſciples : 
And where we hear the Precepts of our 
LORD recommended to the Practice of his 
Followers, tho' in a mean and low Style, we 
ſhould readily and chearfully reſign our ſelves 
to it, not only for the Truth and Conviction 
which it carries with it, but out of a Reſpect 
and Obedience to that moſt perfe& Being, 
who was the Author of it. 

But when we hear new Doctrines broach'd, 
with a Sanction given them from the Name 
of CHRIST, wiich are diametrically oppo- 
ſire to the Spirit and Intention of that Di- 
vine Author of our Faith ; let us reſolve not 
to be influcnced by them, tho' couch'd in the 
Style of an Angel, but flop our Ears againſt 
the Voice of the Charmer, charm. he never ſo 
wiſely. 

. Whatever Views or Meanings may be pre- 
tended upon fuch Occaſions, they can never 


excuſe the great Miſchiefs which are the Con- 
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ſequences of them. An Incendiary of this 
kind may alledge for himſelf, that when he 
paints one Sort of People odious and deteſt. 
able, he only means to deter others from fol- 
lowing their Example, and falling into the 
ſome ill Courſes; which might be a tolerable 
Excuſe in the Caſes of moral Good and Evil: 
But in Political Concerns, which are fo very 
foreign from the publick Exerciſe of our Fun- 
Qtion, whatever Pretence People may make 
for exaſperating and infliming Men's Hearts 
againſt each other with a treacherous Malice 
and an unreaſonable Jealouſy; Their Wicked- 
neſs muſt certainly fall upon their own Pate, 
and themſelves one Day anſwer for the Miſ- 
chiefs which haye riſen from their eyil Sug- 
geſtions. 

If we had only the Light of natural Rea- 
ſon to walk by, and no better a Religion than 
the Inhabitants of Bantam and Japan; no 
Man in his ſober Senſes but would blame us 
for our ill-grounded and ingrateful Diviſions. 
for which no one can aſſign a ſufficient Cauſe ; 
or if we could, can remedy by his Noiſineſs 
and Oppoſition, But much moce would he 
think us beſotted and laviſh to a very ab- 
ject Degree, in a Religion which ſo frequently 
injoyns Love and Forgiveneſs, to liſten to 
Thoſe who would exhort us to Strife and 
Animoſity: When it is conſider'd that we 
are the Diſciples of F ESUS CHRIST, who 
ſays, This is my Commandment that ye love 

one 
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one another, as ] have loved you; who bids 
us not only nat revenge an Injury, but forgive 
it; who tells us, we muſt learn of him, for 
he is meek and lowly ; and has declar'd, that 
all Men ſhall know we are his Diſciples, only 
by our loving one another. THC) 
If in a Country where this Religion is pro- 


| feſsd, and as is believ'd, in the pureſt and 


rightoſt Manner; the Profeſſors of it will per- 
fiſt, notwithſtanding they know theſe Scrip- 
tures, to hate, revile, and maliciouſly perſe- 
cute one another ; and ſome of the Teachers 
of this Profeſhon will infinuate ſuch Sur- 
miſes among their - Brethren, as rather than 
compole their Differences, ſhall fan the Flame 
by freſh Inſtigations; what can hinder but we 
muſt become the Subje& of Ridicule and 
Contempt to the moſt Heathen Part of the 
World ? 7 => 
More eſpccially in theſe Times of Variance 
and Party Diſcord, when Men, otherwiſe ho- 
neſt and well-meaning, from the Suggeſtions 
of treacherous and deſigning People, look 
coldly and ſuſpiciouſly upon each other; the 
only Province that Ve, the Servants of Chriſt, 
ought to take up, ſhould be to endeavour to 
reconcile Men to one another, and to prove 
that their Religion is vain without a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity of that Love and Charity which 
their LORD and Maſter has ſo frequently 
preſcrib d. 
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By neglecting this, we loſe the moſt beau- 
tiful and engaging Part of our Task; that 
which is the moſt likely to win the good O- 


pinion and Fayour of Men to our ſelves, as 
well as to one another. We let ſlip the Op- 


portunity of uniting the Hearts and increa- 
ſing the Power of thoſe, whoſe common Inte- 
reſt it is to oppoſe declar'd Rebels Abroad, and 
ſuch as may prove ſo at Home. We omit to 
ſtrengthen and animate our Fellow - Subjects, in 
paying that hearty and rigorous Obedience 
which the Word of GOD tells us is due to 
our KING; and which HE, in his wiſe 
Adminiſtration of the Government, and ten- 
der Care for the Safety of his People, ſo juſtly 
challenges from us. 

We are all of us too apt to be partial in 
judging our own Cauſe; and let us enjoy this 
Partiality, where the Conſequence of it a- 
mounts to no more than humouring a private 
Opinion, and indulging a particular Fancy. 
But for the ſake of CHRIST, who has for- 
bid it, let us not embroil all Mankind to gra- 
tify a fond Caprice of our own; nor deſtroy 
the Fundamentals of our facred Rc<ligion, . by 
promoting Strife, Envy, and Reviling , Sins 
which are rank'd in Scripture with Murder, 

Drunkenneſs, and Adultery. 
And ſince there are few but muſt own that 
our preſcnt unhappy Differences do ſufficient- 
ly require all the Oratory and Argument that 
Me, whoſe Bulinels it is to apply ſuch Re- 
mcdics, 
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medies, can utter or invent; I hope all thoſe 
who are in a more particular manner the Di- 
ſciples of CHRIST, will adminiſter their 
healing Hand to fo charitable a Work; and 
endeayour to make up for the future what 
they may have wanted in Duty for the Time 

aſt 


If there are no ſuch Perſons as thoſe whoſe 
Characters I have but faintly sketch'd out, let. 
them only paſs for imaginary and fancied Pi. 
cures; which may ſhew us how loathſome and |. 
abominable Men of ſuch Principles would ſeem 
in the Eye of the World, were there in rea- 
lity any ſuch. And it may be a means to ex- 
timulate and provoke others to this neceſſa 
Work; left their Negligence and Supinenefs 
ſhould be taken for an Approbation of our 
miſerable Diviſions. | | 

The Bleſſings which are promiſed in Scrip- 
ture to People of this happy Temper ; as well 
as the Woes which are threaten'd and de- 
nounc'd againſt ſuch as live on in ſo great an 
habitual Sin, ought to add a mighty Weight 
to this Argument; ſo as to influence and diſ- 

ſe Men to an Obſeryance of this Duty with 
the higheſt Alacrity. 

Therefore the Voice of Angels themſelves 
ſhould never byaſs a good Chriſtian to act in 
Contradiction to the expreſs Commands of 
his Saviour. And whoever teaches a Do- 
ctrine contrary to what they have ney 

om 
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from the Goſpel (St. Paul ſays) * Let bim 
be accurs'd; and as the ſtrong e ſt Motive to 
make Men love one another (FESUS 
CHRIST ſays) Hereby fhall all Men know 
that ye are my Diſciples, 

The greateſt Enemy to Mankind is the De- 
vil; not becauſe he oppoſes and thwarts our 
Inclinations, but becauſe he decoys us into Sin 
and Evil under the Appearance of Good: 
Becauſe he flatters our Appetites, and draws 
us into Miſchief by throwing Temptations in 
our Way. So, in the little Diſputes and Party- 
Quarrels which are ſo frequent among us, the 
greateſt Enemies to Men are not thoſe who 
eavil and dilagree with them, perh. ps only 


for the ſake of Diſcourſe; but ſuch as make 


it their Buſineſs to rake open the Embers of 
Diſcontent, and to heap up new Matter for 
Strife and Contention, Calm, thinking Tray- 
tors, who introduce Calumny in Scripture 
Phraſe, and countenance Sedition wich a pre- 
tended Reſpect for the Goſpel. 

It is natural for all People to prefer Peace 
and Quiet before Brawling and Quarrel ; and 
the Hearts of Men in general, abſtracted from 
their Paſſions, are ſo diſpos'd ro Love and 
Friendſhip, that they would ſink into a Calm, 
and be ſmooth'd of themielyes ina little time; 
did not theſe Sons of Belia inſtil wicked: Ve- 
nom into Peoples Ears in Tales and 3 
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and poifon the Soul with their malicious Inſi- 


nuations. | 

T need not ſay what Uſage they are to ex- 
pect in the other World, who, next the Devil, 
are the greateſt Enemies to Mankind in this. 
Who impudently throw off Chriſtianity, and 
act in oppoſition to the Commands of their 
GOD and Saviour, by inſpiring the Hearts of 
Men, with Envy, Hatred, and Malice. 7 

Nor need I mention the great Happineſs 
which in the next Life will attend thoſe, who 
having themſelves liv'd in a Love and Charity 
for all Men, have made it their Buſineſs to re- 
concile and unite as many others as they could. 
The Joys with which Men of this amiable 
Character will be rewarded are unſpeakable. 

Nor is it a {mall Motive to the undertaking 
ſo grateful a Wark, to conſider that it has its 
Reward in ſome Meaſure even in this Life. 
For the Man who induſtriouſly and gently en- 
deavours to mediate between ſtriving and diſ- 
agecing Brethren, if he 1s ſo happy as to unite 
chem, muſt ſhare the Love and Friendfhip of 
both: And tho” he miſcarrics in his Attempt, 
yet he will meet with Applauſe from all who 
are Witneſſes of his good Intention. 

But oh ! the conſcious inexpreſſible Joys 
that muſt fill bis Soul when it is going to 
put off its mortal Weeds, and to be cloathed 
with Immortality When it is prepar'd to 
take its Flight through the happy Regions 
of Hcaven; and can appear without trem- 


( 27 ) 
bling before the Judgment Seat of Him whe 


will reward every Man according to his 
Works ! . 6 


Now to GOD the Creator, to FESUS 
CHRIST the Redeemer, and the Holy Spirit 
the Santtifier of all Mankind, be aſcribed all 


due Praiſe and Adoration now and for ever. 
Amen, 
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